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Fox in the CityFox in the City
About eighty years ago, foxes started to move into 
our towns and cities. They saw people moving into 
nice new houses in the suburbs, and decided that 

they liked the look of them too.

Urban foxes are very resourceful, making use of 
whatever they fi nd in the city. They can make their 
dens behind garden sheds, in parks or cemeteries 

– even under a rubbish tip. They eat food from 
rubbish bins and bird tables, as well as catching 

rats, mice and small birds.

At fi rst, city foxes hid from humans and only came 
out at night. But in recent years, foxes have been 

getting cheekier and cheekier: one has been spotted 
inside St Paul’s Cathedral, and in Glasgow, one ran 

onto the pitch in the middle of a football match!

Cunning as a Fox:
Fact or Fiction?

• Foxes seem to be good at avoiding hard 
work – especially when there’s someone 

else to do it for them. Instead of bothering 
to dig their own den, they sometimes steal a 

badger’s burrow (called a sett) by scaring the 
owner away and making his house smell so 

bad he doesn’t want it back.

• Foxes seem to be very playful. They can 
often be seen playing with a fallen apple 
as though it were a ball, or chasing their 
own tails. This fooling around sometimes 
serves a second purpose: if a curious 

rabbit comes closer to watch, it will fi nd itself 
gobbled up by the hungry fox.

• Foxes are incredibly adaptable. They make the
best of whatever situation they fi nd themselves 
in, whether it’s the countryside or the centre of 
a big city. They really are a pretty fantastic

success as a species.

Cunning as a Fox:
Fact or Fiction?

Like Fantastic Mr Fox, foxes in stories and 
legends are usually very clever, but not 

always completely honest! But do real foxes 
play clever tricks? Let’s look at the evidence:

The Farmer’s Friend?The Farmer’s Friend?
In the fi lm, Farmers Boggis, Bunce and 
Bean hate Fantastic Mr Fox because he 

keeps stealing their chickens. In actual fact, 
it is true that only a few daring foxes commit 
most of the chicken “crimes” that make farmers 
angry – perhaps they’re more cunning than the 
other foxes, or perhaps they just get a taste for 

chicken.

In the UK, wild foxes live mainly on a diet of 
rabbits. And which animal causes the most damage 

for farmers? Yes, that’s right – rabbits. They cost 
farmers a whopping £100 million a year, just by 
eating their crops. So the fox could even be the 

farmer’s friend, saving him money by keeping the 
rabbit population down!

Fox on the ProwlFox on the Prowl
The red fox is a wild cousin of the domestic dog. He’s the most successful wild predator in the world, more widespread than any other 
carnivore. Foxes rule in Europe, North America, throughout Asia and even in Australia, where they only arrived about 150 years ago.
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Can I Keep a Fox as a Pet?Can I Keep a Fox as a Pet?
A fox would make a TERRIBLE pet! Here are fi ve good 

reasons why NOT to have a pet fox:

1. Foxes are fantastically STINKY – especially their poo, 
which can smell as bad as a skunk.

2. Foxes need a huge amount of SPACE to roam and 
hunt for food in order to stay healthy. A walk in the 

park wouldn’t be enough for a fox.

3. Foxes are fantastically NOISY – especially the females, 
who make a scratchy screaming noise that sounds really 

spooky and keeps you awake at night.

4. Foxes love DIGGING. If you left a fox alone in your 
house, it could dig right through your sofa, just for 

fun.

5. Foxes need FREEDOM. They are wild creatures, 
and can get very depressed when kept in captivity.
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