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When Fantastic Mr. Fox starts getting in touch with his
wild side, you can guarantee there will be trouble - and
he’s going to need some friends to help him out. Here’s

the low-down on some of the characters who pit their

wits against each other in the new movie

- the fantastic

furry stars, and the not-so-fantastic farmers! But who's
the most fantastic - apart from Mr. Fox himself, of
course? And who would you pick to join you if you
were planning a go-for-broke rescue mission
on a high-security chicken farm?

COMMON NAME: Mole (“Phil”)
LATIN NAME: Talpa Europea

Short, dense black fur. Silver bowtie.

Earthworms. Yum!

¢ Can “see” in the dark, thanks to acute

senses of hearing, touch and smell
* Broad, shovel-like front paws make him
a very effective digger
* Stays active all through the day and night,
with short naps every few hours

Can be blinded by bright lights;
not very good in a fight.
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COMMON NAME: Possum (“Kylie”)
LATIN NAME: Didelphis virginiana

Plump, grey, a bit vacant

Live minnows

* Has thumbs on all four paws,

making him a very good climber
* Has 50 sharp teeth, but prefers to stay
out of trouble rather than bite anyone
* When scared or attacked, possums sometimes
pretend to be dead, lying rigid for up to four hours
and giving off a strong smell that puts off predators

Not the quickest thinker in the valley.
Phobia of thunderstorms.

COMMON NAME: Fieldmouse (“Rickety”)
LATIN NAME: Microtus Pennsylvanicus

Tiny, whiskery
Everybody thinks it's cheese, but actually it’s fruit!

¢ Hiding in tiny spaces
¢ Getting through tiny gaps
¢ Can run backwards as well as forwards
— a useful skill in narrow passageways and tunnels

Very, very tiny!

COMMON NAME: Badger
LATIN NAME: Meles meles

Stripy. Stern.

Not fussy — anything from grubs and beetles

to some of Mrs. Fox’s delicious chicken iie

* Digs out a cleverly designed home called
a sett, up to three metres underground, with
front and back entrances and several

different rooms and passageways
¢ Peace-loving, sensible, law-abiding
* Secret love of explosions
and setting things on fire

Secret love of explosions and setting
things on fire...

COMMON NAME: Rabbit
LATIN NAME: Oryctolagus Cuniculus

Long ears, small pink nose

Mainly vegetarian, though partial to the occasional snail

¢ Can reach speeds of 35 miles an hour
— above the speed limit in most towns!

* Rabbits also have a special thick coating of hair on the soles
of their feet to give a good grip on all surfaces — a bit like
weadring trainers
* When danger approaches, a rabbit will warn other animals
in the area by thumping both back legs on the ground

Easily distracted by pretty lady rabbits.

COMMON NAME: Fox (“Fantastic Mr Fox”)
LATIN NAME: Vulpes vulpes

pelt, magnificent tail. Snapp

Chicken (preferably acquired in cunning ways,
not from the supermarket)

* When captured or cornered, a fox will almost
always try to dig his way out
* A born survivor, the fox cleverly adapts to life in the
countryside or in a big city
* Would do anything to protect his family
*Charming enough to get his own way with anyone

COMMON NAME: Farmer Boggis
LATIN NAME: Homo Sapiens

Weighs as much as a rhinoceros

3 boiled chickens smothered in dumplings, 4 times a day
(breakfast, lunch, supper — and dessert)

 Chicken farmer — good at breeding millions of chickens
* Owns a big gun and loves shooting at foxes and
other small animals

Really, really hates foxes — gets very angry and red in the
face whenever foxes are mentioned.

Can't resist a plump chicken, or a
seemingly impossible challenge.

COMMON NAME: Farmer Bunce
LATIN NAME: Homo Sapiens

Very short with a pot belly

Doughnuts stuffed with goose-liver paste

* Goose farmer
¢ Likes using mechanical diggers to
dig up the countryside

Permanent indigestion caused by
diet of goose-liver doughnuts
- very bad-tempered.

COMMON NAME: Beaver
LATIN NAME: Castor Fiber

Red fur, thickset body. Tweed suit.

Omnivorous (Latin for “Eats everything”!)
— enjoys tree bark, frogs, fish, plants and roots
— whatever’s going.

* Strong front teeth that can chew through wood
* Great swimmer — can stay underwater for as
long as 15 minutes
* A group of beavers will build a large dam out of tree
branches to create an underground house, with a fishing lake
next door — very handy!

Mainly nocturnal, meaning he is most active at night and
might be sleepy during the day.

COMMON NAME: Farmer Bean
LATIN NAME: Homo Sapiens

Extremely tall and very, very thin
A liquid diet of gallons and gallons of strong cider

* Turkey farmer, orchard owner and cider manufacturer

* Extremely clever — good at planning
* Always has a scheme to track down his sworn enemy,
Fantastic Mr Fox

Cider.
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