
The Primary Times Star Awards 2016 

We present... the winners!

Reader Winners...

Once again we asked you, the Primary Times 
readers, to vote for your favourite places to go 
and things to do in Essex. Here are the results  
of your many nominations. Thank you to 
everyone who voted. And the winners are...

Winner: 3ft festival 
Chelmsford

runner up: Kids fest  
at marsh farm

“We are absolutely delighted to have been awarded with Best Family 
Attraction in essex for the 3rd year running. We are pleased to hear that our 
visitors enjoy their days out with us here at Colchester Zoo not only having 

fun but also learning all about the animals and conservation too! We are 
always developing with both our animals and visitors needs in mind; with 

the aim of conserving endangered species. Thank you to those who voted 
and to all our visitors for your support. We hope to welcome you along to 

Colchester Zoo for further enjoyable visits in the near future.”  
Alex Downing, Development Director, Colchester Zoo

“The whole Jump Street team are very proud to have won  
the primary Times Best indoor play or Activity Centre in essex  

2016 and feel honoured to have won against such strong 
competition. primary Times have been very supportive of Jump 

Street since we opened in July 2015. We will continue to strive towards excellence to 
ensure our customers receive the best service possible going forward.” Neil Lewis, Director Jump Street

“We are delighted and honoured to receive the Star Award for  
the Best Family Attraction in essex. 2015 marked our 15th anniversary as a 

Zoo, and this award is the perfect end to a great year. Support from our visitors 
means we can continue to inspire people to value and conserve our natural 
world whilst striving to provide the very best guest experience that we can. 

Thank you all, we look forward to welcoming you again.”  
Rona Strong, Tropical Wings

“We were thrilled to hear that 
primary Times readers voted us 
as Best Children’s Holiday Club 

in essex. Thank you from all of us 
at essex Outdoors and we look 
forward to seeing you all during 

the school holidays for more 
outdoor adventures.”  

Paul Stokes, Operations  
Manager, Essex Outdoors

“The uK’s largest festival for pre-school children, the 
3foot people Festival, once again took place at Hylands park, 

Chelmsford. The Festival welcomed over 14,000 big (and little) people 
between the 30th June, 1st & 2nd July and sold out in a record 48 hours. The 
Festival team are so pleased for the continued support this community event 

receives, and would like to say a big thank you to all those 3foot fans who voted 
for the event to win ‘Best Family Festival or event in essex’ at this year’s primary 
Times Awards!’ Jenni Williams, Cultural Events Team, Chelmsford City Council

“We are thrilled to receive a primary Times Star Award for Great notley 
again. Last year we opened Sky ropes at the park, which is a very exciting 

attraction suitable for children and adults alike. Great notley, like all our 
country parks, is a fantastic place for people to get active in the fresh air.” 

Cllr Roger Hirst, Essex County Council Cabinet Member for Transport, 
Planning and the Environment

“We are all really thrilled to win  
Best party Venue for 2016 and it’s a real tribute to  

the Wild ‘n’ Wacky staff. Thanks also to all our lovely customers for  
voting for us - we’ll do our best to live up to this prestigious award!”  

Amanda Cotta, Director, Wild ‘n’ Wacky

 Jenni 
Williams, 

Nick Cr
ow  

and Lily
 Robins

 from t
he  

3ft Fes
tival

Katie Vale, H
azle Boyles, D

enise 

Gannon, Sue B
unyan & Haze

l 

Williams from B
arleylands

Amanda Cot
ta and staf

f  

at Wild ‘n’ Wacky

Tom Hamilton, Cllr Wendy 
Schmitt & Cllr Roger Hirst at 
Great Notley Country Park

A sealion ad
mires the a

ward  

at Colchest
er Zoo!

Best OutdOOr  
Play/activity  

centre
Winner: Gt Notley  

CouNtry ParK BraiNtree
runner up: 

hylaNds ParK Chelmsford

Best Family 
attractiOn 
(large venue)

Winner: 
ColChester Zoo

runner up: 
adveNture islaNd 

southeNd-oN-sea

Winner: 
Wild ‘N’ WaCKy harloW

runner up: 
JumP street ColChester

Best Party venue 
Or entertainer

Best Family  
event in 2015

Paul Stokes from Essex  Outdoors and Sarah Hamilton from Primary Times
Winner: troPiCal WiNGs 
south Woodham ferrers

runner up: 
Boydells Wethersfield

Best Family  
attractiOn  
(small venue)

Winner: 
BarleylaNds 

BilleriCay
runner up: 

the Clay CottaGe 
rayleiGh

Best art Or 
craFt activity 

venue

Winner: 
essex  

outdoors
runner up: 

CamP ePiC  
CaNvey islaNd

Best 
children’s 

hOliday 
cluB/camP

Best indOOr Play/ 
activity centre

Winner: JumP street ColChester
runner up: maCe PlayCe Chelmsford

Aaron Bow
ring, Danie

lle Miles, 

Fiona Rich
ards, Tony

 Hudson, 

Effy Ambr
ose & Bed

e Burke 

from Jump
 Street

Jay Wood from Tropical Wings  and Sarah Hamilton from  Primary Times

Congratulations to our reader winners, chosen at random from Star Awards voters...

Rachel Foster from Chelmsford won £200 vouchers to spend in Chelmsford City.

Samantha Slim from Holland on Sea won a Lifehouse Spa Day for two.

“We’re delighted our Craft 
Village has received this 
award. The Craft Village 
is home to an array of 
individual local businesses many of which offer family 
friendly workshops, classes and activities. On behalf 

of Barleylands and all the studios we’d like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who voted”.  

Phil Burrows, Director, Barleylands


